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THE TRADES AND PROFESSIONS ALIKE HAVE CONfRIBUIED IO THE INDUSTRIAL SUPPLEMENT.
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BARKS THK CLIMAX IN CHKATF.H

HIW-TORX CITY"*! COMMSRCIAL

ANT> INDUSTRIAL WELFARE.

140^000,000.000 ANNUALLY.
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t -CJTCJU. ANl" IMI', .ll": S

CONTROLUSD IN

Ni:\V-Yt )1*.K.

qj ipi \ r-York, the office ar.d wan

of Amer! *. thc Bagdad of the Wes',: Here
. concenters and radiates, and hers iit<*

noni r mttnuoui clink of money ts heard this

gide of London, the bank of thu world. Acro-

.(..,;- -. r urcs aver thal '.i'.<* trott sum of ths

dty'i iva.!,- is forty thousand millions a year,

nnd thal the '- ital transactions of forty-eeven
0:: ¦: cities of tl.e countrj ls tart nty thousand
j ns. Perhaps this achlevment In ciphering
j- ices nothing bul ti blur ..:i the conscious-

.',<> layman, and perhaps the state-

: isn't irv, .. Bul whether the aggregate
Ired ls forty or four billions, the re ull of

t iripons I*-- that Mew-Tork, bj the handler

I lietributor of what ls produced In A nari ia
' thai irhlch ls brought hore from other

continents, stands as two out of three. New*
Y rk ls t.vj Integers; each of the other trade

t.i :" the country, In ludlng Chicago, Phils-
B iston, Baltimore, Bt Louis, Clncln-

i .¦ Pram taco and thlrty-n i .. other cities
more than 20.000 population ca :h, are

fri of one Intoner. Indeed, New-York is

* ter-related with ever; part of the coun¬

try and with tii.- exchanges and manufactures
of every sub-centre that to separate their trade

I the trade of New-York is like taking a

j from the who],.. To th.- extent that they

p.v:. r the products of their contributory terrt-
and distribute them a?.*1!!! within their

territories t;-*-*. ur-- Independent of the greater
City. If 'hey wish to pend anything abroad, or

if t! .;. vv.sh to market a product In a!', other

pan f tht -.ury, they do two-thirds or three-

fourths of it by way of New-Yt rk.

Consider in some detail the drygoods trade

of America and see how four-fifths of all th.

prints, woollens, silks, linens and fancy fabrics.

made or Imported Into th" i'nited states, ate

st-'. in New-York. This is the primary Ameri¬
can markei for textiles of all kinda. Those who

b-.iy elsewhere seldom buy tit first har..is. The
; :i;y of the prr.-at textile producers do not

sell a dollar's worth of their product directly.
Tl v have no selling department, no mercan¬

tile organization They reach th.* public solely
ngk th . gr it New-York houses, that handle

In bulk the product of many mills, and
lh( se great houses are tr. al) intents first hand--,

and In their re'.a'.; .ns to the pub.:- are equiv¬
alent to producers. Those who buy in New-
York buy from these hous s, the primary
i; lurces of supply. Those who buy elsewhere, as

a gi-ieral thins, buy from the customers of

these houses. \

Works engaged in cotton manufacturer- accord¬
ing lo th'" census of WOO numbered 1,00.. The

capital Invested was* t834.020.-4_. They oper¬
ated 14.088,108 spindles and A-4.W,'-'i looms, yield.
tag a product yearly of c-*i:».T.i****i.7*J4. In woollen
raanufactiires there tt tb 2,480 Mtablishmenta,

1200,404.481 capital, operating 8.286.280
idles and turning oul un annual product of

* T 7(18,824. Thc combined value of th.- two

Industries was $605,750,548. New-York's
u ion to these totals was triflincr. ns only

.neem of Importance in these lines, a car-

1 . tory, exists in New-York.
V 75 per cent of these products w-pre dts-

.* t by agencies within the limits of Worth,

rd, Thomas and franklin sts. The powers
ontrol 30 per eenl of thc mill productive

mntry. "The Dry Gooda Chron-
i In commenting on this fact, said:

nol claimed ihat of the capital invested

!n tex* le ma: ufacturlng 50 per cent ls held In
Kew-York, but a much more Important claim
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r made, nnd th",1 ls thst the financial aid

afforded ;,-.. the many large commission
io necessary to the continuous and succeasful
operation of fully thal percentage M the Indus*
t:

"Thei.- ..; paratlvelj fen manufs
!¦ ncerns sith surplus capital large enough

u tho cost of their products
¦». *' sea the tin.*, they leave- tht looms and the

tin.-.- they nre paid for by the purchaser. The

¦real maj irity ate in need of some agency to

¦"."'tv them over .nth ar. Interval evan in the

¦ti"' -if rim's. In such a year ac the country han

lu-'" BBBBB& throuyh they ate absolutely Ar-

l>**-r.-Vnt for ex:et*n.e upon lt. In NSW-York
IfcM agency ls found, and hardly anywhere else.

Tl complete flguren could oe gatherdd they

would probably show tbat the present Indebted¬
ness "f tbe manufacturing Interests t<> tbe Hill¬
ing houses of New-York for advances la not far
short of on.half ..f tbelr capitalisation. Tbe
Importance of a market holding such a power aa
thin, to say nothing of it« Btock-holdtng Inter¬
ests, cannot bs overestimate.-. lt makes the
New-York merchants paramount In the disposi¬
tion of merchandise, snd as they sra slwsya
working under the Inoentlve t.. resits, against
their advances selling houses sre slwsya n*-
fordlng buy.th BUch opportunities as other cltie3
have not ih.- power to afford."
There sre some textile products whieh sra al¬

most entirely s-ild by New-York bouses io tl."
exclusion of other cities or direct business by tbe
innis. Tli!.*- la particularly the ease with prlnl -I
cotton goods. Probably not more than 1 per
c nt of th' printed cotton fabrics used In this
country reaches ute consumer without having
first 'nen put upon tlie msrkel In New-York.
In dress goods of tbe Kinghorn h.irt the per-
centsge ls not mu. h larger.
Single commission houses In New-York mske

yearly eeles of $20,000,000. (nie Mich boure
controls 50 per cent .>. the weaving "f cotton
goods lu the State of Maine and Important mills

In Ifassachusstta The one house keeps going

yards of Ingrain carpeting a day. But Phlla*
di Iphts sends h.-i- carpets to New-York t>> lind

buyers.
New-York Bells lourie, n-ftfteentba of the silk

tiK.-ii in America, the domestic product of whieh
ls estimated by Briton Richardson, Becretary
of thu silk Assoclstion of America, at $100,000,-
OiH) In value Chut les F. Homer, writing In 'The

Dry Gooda Economist," says thal tbe United
sta^s is second only to Pram e In tbs quality of
th-- Bilk goods produced. Paterson, N. J., tba
Lyona of America, sella her gross product In
New-York, and sn do the Bilk milla <>f Ptall-
llpsburg, Easton, Allentown, Mauch Chunk,
-Vilkesbsrre, Reading and Harrisburg*, in the

Pennsylvania coal country.
The purpose of some manufacturers in l..-

cating In n cost-producing country ls in flnd-

Ing there the kind of luimr ih.-y use. The lalmr

required In Bilk n.ills is of the lightest sort for

the most part, and gills, won.tu and boys sre

moat luited tn many nf.its requirements
in t!i«- coal regions, where th*- rough work ot

mining precludes the women snd -.iris from gain-
Ing their livelihood as the men do, th»- silk mill
niv,-* them the d« Ired opportunity.
The making of thread constitutes a great in¬

dustry. The cotton, linen snd silk thread fae.

IRVIN.; SAVINGS HANK BUILDING.

son ono of the 11.000,000 spindles in ihe country,
Another Brm finances mills with 16.001)
nnd 500.000 spindles In thi m. The mills pro¬
duce all class n of cotton goods from
brown to Ane-colored fabrics.
What hus been i-aid In respect to the controll¬

ing power of New-York houses rer the cotton

Interests of Ihi country is ns true of the .¦* »ol-

len manufactures. Probably In the matter of

advances, the command la greater. The i

of woollen goods is more frequently und.

by small concerns snd small capitalists than
the manufacture of cotton iv.ls, and th" ne¬

cessity of mi sgent wealthy enough to earrj

st-" ks In the course of distribution is greater
In consequence,
New-York distributes 73 fer c***« of these

stocks, and bears the burden between the lime

of production.sometimes esrll r snd the pay¬

ment of accounts by buyers. In every branch

of tbe woollen trade New-York money oils the

machinery .'.ni New-York sells the product. Bo

it comes aboul that the New-York dr*

trude ls w n< i moue, li ls the primary
kel for Pall River and Bristol County, Muss.,
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j with in- mills capitalised at $40.000,1100, .i

j -,ninan,vi ol iwin thal sum, Ihe produce of
iart< ni' the ratton goods of the

United SI '!..- or, to be exact, IKI.fl per cent.

New-York ls ile- primer] msrkel snd takes
Ihe producl of Provld nee and the li!^-

Valley, with Ita 1,204,000 spindles Fiom Provi¬
dence lo Worcester, forty-four miles
i,ne continuous town. Tbe whole vsllej ia one

continuous blve of Industry. The producl
to New-York for pi.:.- and forms psrl of the >ii >

goods ira-i-- "f the city. New-York i:- th. i ii-

mary market for tbe cotton imii-s .,f the Boutb,
ns weil as of Hie cotton nu!, "i* New-El el

Phlladeli bis bsa '.'..nm ,,t the I 800 Ingr tin cai

pot looms in the United Btates. Pbllsd. phis
has a capacity for turning out nearlj 'ioti.trOO

tories have a capital of 127.000.000. They give
employment to 32.000 workers. Alfred R. Tur¬
ner, jr.. vice-president of Barbour Bros." Com¬
pany, Paterson, N. J., estimates In "Tbe Dry
Gooda Economist" thnt the yearly producl is

from $22.OlKl,OU0 to £10,000.000. Plve-ststha of
thia producl la marketed by the wholesalers of
New-York, This ls the pi unary market
The m.ii*. of the wholesale dryg.ls trad"

of New-York mlghl l»- carried Into fifty otber
minor depsrtments; shawls, lac. curiums, knit

gm,.ls. undi ru-ar. gloves, hats and caps, etc.,
with th,- sam.- results. That is. from two-thirds
tn niin -i- nihs nf the gross producl "i the United

is sold in New-York; thal buyers else¬
where in America buy for th- must part ..f

second hsnds.
Fr,,m New-York to Bt. Paul, to Galveston, to

ppokane Palls, is n long dlstsnce I.S00 miles.
-sin. miles, 'A-.uo mil'-*. Por merchants t" come

1., New-York means long Journeys, detachment
*,!isn:.-ss. days and weeks --f hotel bills in

Igbesl pri. ed pli.* In the rmi-.! Btates.
[n every Importsni cltj sre wholessl. ra who are

contending for the trad, of their tributary terri¬

tory, and some nf th-- wholesalers sesrch for

buyers over sll Amerlcs. Betallers of th- slope
,,. t);.. H-,.*i<: are canvassed hy Portland

and Si... Pran ls. Th. eastern slope ls cov-

,.,,- al. vm- n of Denver and Omaha, the

mW ,., by Kanes Cltj Ht Paul, Minne¬

apolis, Detroit and Milwaukee, while st. Louis,
;iI,,i eli natl r. ich out for trade far

ind far t" the w ei t.

Y,.i the greal j bin* and sp.- laity houses of

New-Y rk sell ns much dryg.ls. twice BB much,
c-itlea and ail other

| staten mhlned. Borne -f

(. p or lin* - times al .¦. ii"!

v -York sells ll timi \nd this. ,.s

... in Heated, l* because N w-York
,, ntral distributing point .¦'.

,h tM(tlle Interests Tn- Nea -York
v . .,.,. in closest contact with th- amii I

becsuse of thsl they have opportunl-
,a) are m pvt denied !.¦ the wholesalers in

;.|, , *r>i r- .is -ii buyers make expt n*

..., ,.:- where In th- L'nited States

'[ N*. A'.y,,ik i- b cause it pays them to come

Tn.\ can buy more cheaplj here, oi :f thej si ij

,.' im) , th- triv-im-* agent of

.-. -i rk ti

r ,.i choke, neainess to the sour.I supply,
., --i, the chance I.I) m less than their

||M, ,,,.. .tocks ¦¦: manufai turers oi Imp
wl.. nani turn '.¦ va al onci Into

(IU n manufa. lurer knows thal he can

.,,,, ol a dozen n 'uses nt,A gel .. ch. k

',. jekmNNI 1^0.000, o. 1100,000 If be ls in

i ,.. ,,' money, If he li overstocked, If

. ,, backward. If be thlnka that styles
will chan..I hb stock -.. Isle, the msnu.

Md.,
"f ""

. f
t.,e. He ¦¦-¦nw. to mskes quick turn.

,n n 1 B's rbere cssh ls

rom un to thirty dsys M-n* th.n that, noan

of the large houses in other cities an* sure ..in¬

let.. Conditions limit th.-m.
Hue Ni w-York tn us,- this year has bough! in a

bunch 900,000 w..rth of silk handkerchiefs >f
one kind. Another house t...>k 9200,000 worth
of ginghams In one day. at auction. The sams
hons.- the n-.xt day took the entire product of
another mill. "The pryi.ls Chronicle,'" in

commenting on this class of fa,-is. Mys:
"Aft r a couple of ue.ks let ter-writlng t.» dis¬

tant firms, the Importer or manufacturer who
sranta to make ¦ quick nun tinds be has sold
little jaff.-t of his heal (roods to a donen different
houses, hssn'l g i| his .ash. and has about half
hi* goods still on his hands. Tie wisely con¬
cludes thal the next time he win make ¦ bigger
discount and sell the lol In a lump In New-
York."

Th-* rea*in why New-York jobbers are bolder.
stronger, quicker buyers al the sources of sup¬
ply tinin those of other cities ls not thai they
more nerve ..r more money than their competi¬
tors, bul because they have a far larger outlet.
New-York jobbers can realise quickly. Within
a liHi-inile radius are 10,000,000 of people, and,
beyond, the continent. Dependent on the New-
Vork mar!-.; tis a source of supply, the Western
Jobbers know thal In a policy requiring constant

large purchases at low price., for cash, they
cannot compete on evin terni!* with New-York,
New-York Jobbers trade on narrow mar«!ns.

because suth u policy gives Immediate outlet to
Immense quantities of gooda that would not

oi net-wise move.

There are no limits hut those of the continent
to New-York's drygoods trad... Drawing cns-

t-.tr.. rr from a limited territory, the wholesale
merchants of other cities can buy only what
the tastes of the people of those territories ap¬
prove. New-York houses can buy anything that
any section "f the country can use, because all
sections are New-York's customers It is for
this reason that New-York lobbers command
the sources of production and market tho pro¬
duct Of 1,000 mills In bulk.
New-York has its greet general houses, and

thos.- in l.-ss Arm. other .Ities have, too. Bul
New-York has Ita specialists by th- thousand,
and these specialist, other cities have not. < me

of these greal special houses, the lamest in
New-Y..rk. s dealer In rugs and Oriental novel¬
ties, carries 92.000,000 in st... k, tis many as

.(Mimi canes of full packages tit a time. Tins
house bas agents nil o%*er the world, and is
without a rival in London, Paris or Vienna.
These specislista have to do with the dry*

goods manufat tm* s ..f New-York. This ls the
most Important manufacturing city in America,
;> fai t Ultu is i,..t ..ft.-n considered in thinking
..f ti-,., commerce ¦.! th" greal city. Philadel¬
phia ls thought "f ns a cit..* .,f artisans, Pitts¬
burg tis the hi. f worker in Iron, Chicago as tb.*
manufacturer of food products Who ever

thinks ..1* New-York as a manufacturing 'itv?
New-York baa no greal ii on Industry, no

pr>-.-it woollen and otton factories, no Immense
parking-house., but its annual manufactures
ar-* valued according t" the census a' 9777.000,-
iiiii Thia i- ."--I i::.ii-mm ii hi mon than Chicago's
annual manufactures, 920U.0O0.000 more than
Philadelphia and three times as much as Ii...*--
ton or st. Louis.
There are probablj 2.1.firms In the city who

produ.r distribute tlrygoods specialties, nov¬
elties, fancy good* and articles de Paris.
To compare the Importing commission dry-

p.la int.-i*. st with thal of any other city is nol
possible, !,.-. .nts,- no other city has any to speak
of. New-York ls tin- channel through which
foreign a.is How int.. th'- United States. In
none of the cities of the world ear, houses simi¬
lar t" New-York's commission Importing hons j

be found except In Un.-nos Ayres, iii" Ja¬
neiro, Hong Kong snd T.,ki... where a few
h..uses hav- ti limited ti.dd of action.

in Europe til*- English and continental manu¬
facturers seek their home trad" dire.-i. To do
so In this country would result In an added ex¬

pense that would make the goods unsaleable In
compettlon with domestic-made goods or pro¬
hibitive t" the consumer. To reach the mar¬
ket with..nt dire.t canvassing, the Importsnl
niaiiuf.Ktiir.-rs have established agencies In
New-York The concentration of these agencies
in individual hands has bulli up tba great Im-
portlng commission houses.
Thesr. hous.s buy ti" g.ls They represent

the manufacture rs. and to till Intents, a.. fat-
as tli.- buyers ur*' concerned, are the manu¬
facturers. In dealing with them buyers deal
with firs! hands. These houses though 'hey do
not buy goods, make large a.han.*- on con¬
signment, and require lari?" capital. Thej ..mir¬

an. -. the it anufacturers tn.-.iii st bad debts, Do-
manufactures have placed business In

the hands of the Importing houses t" the extent
of sst i.i mk ii ii ii i a year. The drygoods Importa¬
tions "f New-York foi" the var that has Jt:-'
ended, according t" iv Treaaur: report, w re

,*>_ _-.._ .*.11. This sum. with iii-- duties, makes
an aggregate of at l.*.t**i 912."i.000.is*i for ISSN!
ii: th.- foreign drygoods Importing buslne**
Tak" tor .xampl. tit. French textiles Wier.*

can uti American -<¦'¦ tl,-- ribbon*, of St Cha
nvnd. ile bnit Boods of Troyi -. the cutten
Lille, the falry-IIke la. s of (""audry and Calais.
the iloves of Grenoble, and thi woollens of .-'.

dan exeep in New-York? Th" stint" thins ls
trut of Switzerland, and particularly of Kng-
land, Austria and Belgium

Beside* the department houses thal carry
¦tock, of which there are twenty or thirty In
th" city, there ar- several hundred foreign spe¬
cialty houses which contine themselves to one

or tw,. lines "f goods, The class of g.ls
handled by ibe?" .-on. "ins Includes the entire
range of drygoods production from a button
t., a finish d "-tum".

Tb" following tai.le. showing thc value of im¬

portations "i* textiles Into New-Vork from IK49
tn IWNI Inclusive, shows li..-.-, iependenl on for-

What inn.uint of capital moved this enormous
business? Nobody knows. A cspltal ors credit
«.f probably a Bl.tSBi.oOO.OOO. These cotosaal
fscts ar- nniy a part of th-- sum of New-York
commercial supremal y.
How many persona does this enormous dry*

Kiimls business engage? Nobody knows scour*
ately, but it ls estimated thsl 50.000 clerks, sal-s¬
in, n, bookkeepers, putters and teamsters are li¬
lt

?
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In any consideration of ihe conditions affect¬
ing tba clothing trude, it is necessary to tak- Into
account spine of th- phases that ar.- usually lit-

tle thought nf hy th- general public. Among
tins'- phases is the constant chaniiin-*: of fash*
lons. New stinks must ie- manufactured, not
only for each year's trad-, hut for the trade nf

each season.
During th- last few y.-ars the character of tho

I York ls the .entre, hy th* way-amounts t*>

little less than the enormous sum of .<.'. Kt.000 00
¦

enormous sum or wtnt.ttni OOO.
The trad*' furnishes employment to over IWtX*

imbi people in Ornate. New-York.
Th.> gentlemen alluded t<> places th" number

of failures in the city al about fifteen or Twenty.
and he rsgarda the unsuitable and unseasonable
weather of th.- present ysar as the chief factor
thal has -.ms, d th<- disasters. Ile believes thgt
politics have had nnthinir to do with th- failure*,
which have all been small, and ii ls the small
manufacturers who are the calamity howlers.
Th.-y have very little money af their disposal,
and there mensa to s a prevailing impression
ainotiK them that th- s-ason is doini*; to open
very late, and rery tow ar- wilting to tak? any
chances, f-arin* that what UtttS JUdgUMBl they
lia- - might prove nnretlaMe. The bob -taney
iii:.- I*.-'.-. .ii purchasing or manufacturing

I

I

COTTON K.\(HANi;i:

clothing- industry has chang*"! tn a verr pro¬
nounced manner Formerly, th-» well-dressed
nan patronised the merchant tailm- exclusively.
Now one '.in nlitain a perfectly titting suit or

overcost reedy msde, snd at a cost much less
than ls charged when the work is done by the
fashionable merchant tailor.

People nowadays do not have to visit Baxter.
st. ni* th- Bowery to obtain cheap clothes There
ar.- scores "f grea' establishments mi Broadway
and oth-^t* Important thoroughfares where loth-
Ing ls sold that is lmth cheap and good.
Even th.- ready-mad clothing of to-day is

many times cheaper than similar goods were

formerly, for which there is an sbundsnee nf

reasons
".inc nf th- causes "f the present low price of

clothing is ih- lack of confidence throughout
th.- entire country," remarked one nf th- largest
Broadway clothing manufecturers a day or

.-,i ago. Continuing, he said: "The peculiar
tactics resorted tn by th- present Administra¬
tion at Washington, a-chance nf a conflict with
spain. Grover's duck hunting, .md uncertainty
as io just what the n-xi Administration is going
tn do ai-,mt th- tariff question, ar- conditions
thal have demoralised the iradi
"Now, with this un, -n linty ami distrust, com-

merdai prosperity seems as far off as it was i>c-

fore th- !. lion "f Mr. McKinley. We believe
that h<- will do the country much more good by
allowing th-*- wheels "f legislation t" revolve In
regular order than by putting them to a greater
speed than usual. Congress should be allowed
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Th.- tntal v>lum- of th- drygoods trade. Im¬
ported and domestic, Sf New-Ymk ls e_timate<i
bv The Dry Gooda Chronicle" at |l,&00.000,000.

responsibility concerning tariff legislation. Thus
the commercial world will know just where it
ls going to -land for B year or so al bast.

"81 i' all this talk "f the tariff and Of war for
the pr.s.-m. and l-t us gel down to work, and

hurry up prosperity."
The creat majority of clothing manufacturers,

however, see ¦ good lime coming, and no break¬
ers io speak ..I' ahead
(me manufacturer, who is the senior member

..f a Brm tittil employs ale.ut 3,000 hands, says
timi while the spring trade cannot be said to
hai,. fairly begun, the present indications are

that it will be more than k.I, and may even
l.ii.h the standard of 1802, which was the most

glorious and prosperous year foi more than a

decade.
(Sven tn the present moment, he claims, prices

are fair and remunerative, and he sees no r inson
why there should be grumbling or complaining.
This, he says, ls the undivided opinion ..f the en-

tlre trade, with iii- eseeptlon of b handful <>f ..id
grumblers who are never satisfied with any*
thing.
This sam.- gentleman estimates that the cap¬

ital Invested in the clnthlnK trade in this etty
alon" amounts to much more than 990,000,000
per annum, that the product amounts to about

080,000,000, and that thc capital Invested In the
buslne*s throughout the country.of which New.

SnyMing is tmfeerrasslng t" themselves and tba
trad-?' generally.
Another gentleman attributes tie ch"apn»aa

of clothing to the poor condition of trad" during
ih" laal twelve months, to the unloading <«f stock
left over from iast season at whatevei price lt
w.,uid bring "ii th.* market, bul chiefly to the
admission Into this country of free wool.

All th- members >.f the oldest established
clothing firm In the city stoutly declared that
the outlook for a first-clam sesson was never
helter, and that till their salesmen "ii the road
are sending in good reports and numerous large
orders. One salesman who has been In the em¬

ploy .,f the house for th.* last fifteen years, sent
In his largest order during all thal perion yes-
terday Thej said als., thal everything indi¬
cates the return of prosperity throuehout the
country. They have every reason to believe that
about si.."., ii m i.i ii ii worth "r trade will be the
amount of business accomplished by the cloth¬
ing manufacturers throughout the country thia
Spring", and about iii" sam.- amount In the fall.
Some six or seven other very well-known

Broadway manufacturers all nave satisfactory
reports, and appear to have bright hopes for
the future. They believe thal th*- darkest daya
..f the trade are about over, and they can see

naught bul brightness In view.
The publisher of s periodical devoted to ths

interest of (hi- (rad>* .ould se.- nothing but dark-
neas ahead. When Informed what blowing re¬

ports the manufacturers hal 1.n giving out, ho
r-pii. d "Oh, yee, the-y an endeavoring t<> put
on happy faces to keep up courage, and glv.
things s happy outlook, but mark my words, the
ji tr ls aboul up for about .'>." per cern "f the trad
in this (ity The manufacturers are virtually
manufacturing gooda to order only, and if they
could only keep the game up for a few* months
tli-v" might manap:.' to weather the gale some-
what by wiping out the over-production which
is one of thc main causes of the present st.ita
ff affairs.
The average manufacturer refuses to be in.

tervlewed, for the rery good reason that he ls
afraid the true stat.' of his business may le.-ilc
out and show how v.-ry near death he ls finan¬
cially. Trad" is in ? most deplorable condition
in -very way. Cai.ital is exhausted and WS
have suffered more than any other industry in
the I'nited Slates front over-production and from
ch"..p tailors, w h.. manufacture suits for **4 or IS
froin Roods that cost rh-*m BO cents a yard, but
ihe consumers are rea|,irig ihe harvest, and aro

receiving more for then* money than they .ould
H'i in any other part of ihe world."
The vice-president of the Clothiers' .\ssocla_

lion states that the trade is d"lng quite well,
and that bualuesa will be boorning within an-
other month, and win continue to bold second
place anions the gr-at industries of this mighty
metropolis
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Leas than a dosen years ago every pair of
bice curtains sold in 'his country was imported
from England. To-day there are a doz, n milla
and loll lace-making machines in tho I'nited
St ji t»s. These mai hines represent an invested

capital "f more tlian $2,300,000, and turn out
tit a rough estimate about 3,000,000 pairs of
la.e curtains annually.
The firms controlling these mills and their

enormous products, together with th" tir:-',s who
handle ail th.* Une* curtains Imported from Ku-
rope, hiv., tieir headquarters in .Ww'.Torfe,
They have their offices in the very heart of th*

drygoods district, and their yearly business foot!
up P. millions of .lol', irs

The Introduction of lace-making machines In
America, and ih" naturtl competition which
followed, have worked a revolution in the ia<*t-

eurtaln Industry, lt has Increased tho volume
of business t" an enormous extent, although
cutting tin- standard prices almost In half has
made 'be manufacture of lace curtains more

profitable dian ev.-r As a matter of course,
the public has reaped its share of the benefit.
Twenty years apo curtains even of the cheap¬
est grade*». were expensive. To-day a d Har
will buy a pair >f curtains that a few- y«ara
ago would have cost five times that amount.
And In the ..pinion of conservative men. who
are in a position to know, th. prices vvill be still
lower wben certain additions and Improvements
to the existing plants are perfected. Although
ihe Industry naturally suffered during the rn*

cent dull times, th, heads of the leading cu_-»
tain houses In this city say that they are more

than satisfied with the outlook and anticipate a

bin revival In the trade during the next month.
'Few people understand the difficulties and

risks of manufacturing lace curtains," said tha
head of one of the leading firms, "indeed, there
are few people who h*ve eve» the remotest ld-%
of how lace curtains ate made. To begin with,
tht modern curtain-making machins la simply


